
CHRISTMAS EVE 2025
 5:00 PM CHILDREN & FAMILY EUCHARIST

The Very Rev. Bernard J. Owens, preacher
 The Right Rev. Anne B. Jolly, celebrant

THE MISSION OF TRINITY CATHEDRAL IS TO PROCLAIM IN WORD 
AND ACTION GOD’S JUSTICE, LOVE AND MERCY FOR ALL CREATION.
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This Christmas, the offerings at all Christmas services will benefit Trinity’s hunger and  
outreach ministries, supporting those in need who live just outside our doors. Through  
the work of the Community Partnerships and Outreach Mission Team, Trinity assists  
our neighbors. The Urban Farm feeds the hungry in Central neighborhood and Campus  
District with fresh fruits and vegetables. A Place at the Table serves a hot, nutritious  
lunch to the hungry who walk through our doors. The Marion-Sterling partnership  
provides warm clothing, Thanksgiving dinners, and Christmas gifts to low-income  
students. Additionally,  the Adopt-a-Shelf program supports the local food pantry at The  
Friendly Inn.
 
Please consider supporting these ministries so Trinity can continue to extend God’s  
abiding love into the local community.

Ways to give:

> online at trinitycleveland.org/give 

> scan QR code 	 	

> text “GIVETRINITY” to 73256

> Venmo at @trinitycleveland
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Prelude
Introit
Noel	�  Words and Music by Matt Redman, Chris Tomlin and Ed Cash
	�  Arr. by Heather Sorenson

Love incarnate, love divine, star and angels gave the sign.
Bow to Babe on bended knee, the Savior of humanity.
Unto us a Child is born. He shall reign forevermore.

Noel, Noel! Come and see what God has done.
Noel, Noel! The story of amazing love!

The Light of the World given for us, Noel.

Son of God and Son of Man, there before the world began.
Born to suffer, born to save, born to raise us from the grave.
Christ the Everlasting Lord, He shall reign forevermore!

Noel, Noel! Come and see what God has done.
Noel, Noel! The story of amazing love!

The Light of the World given for us, Noel.  
The congregation stands in body of spirit.

Opening Hymn 	
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 The word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
People	 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Celebrant 	 God be with you.
People 	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your  

only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may  
with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The congregation sits. 

The First Christmas: A Pop Up Pageant   
Everyone is invited to participate in this “Pop-up Pageant”. This includes children and adults.  
It’s especially for the children, but even if you’re an adult, you’re welcome to join in, and if  
you are the parent of a small child who might be more comfortable participating with a  
parent in tow, by all means, come up with your child when the time comes.

Grab a bag from the table to receive your costume/prop. The costume/prop in the bag will  
indicate what part in the pageant you have. You won’t have any lines to say, and you will be  
instructed when to come up and be a part of the pageant.
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The Annunciation	�  Luke 1:26-38 
One day, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town called Nazareth, to a young  
woman named Mary. Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph, whose ancestor was  
King David. Upon arriving, the angel said, “Greetings Mary, God has given you a gift  
and blessed you among women!” Mary was confused by these words and wondered  
what the angel meant. The angel then said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is showing you  
a great kindness. You will become pregnant with a son and God wants you to give him  
the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called God’s son.  God will make Jesus a  
king, as his ancestor David was. He will rule the people of Israel forever, and his  
kingdom will never end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be possible, since I am  
not yet married?” The angel told her: “God will make this happen by the power of the  
Holy Spirit, and because of this, the child to be born will be called the Holy One of God.  
Did you know that your cousin Elizabeth is also pregnant with a son, even though she is  
old, and everyone thought she couldn’t get pregnant? But she is now in her sixth month  
of pregnancy, for nothing is impossible with God.” Mary said, “I will serve God in this  
way. Let it be done to me as you say.” After she said that, the angel left her.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Words and Music by Veni Emmanuel 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 
Arranged by Morgan Miller Mecaskey 
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Journey To Bethlehem	�  Luke 2:1-5 
In those days Caesar Augustus, the ruler of Rome, ordered that all the people in the  
entire Roman world should be counted and the numbers written down. So everyone  
went to their hometown to register their names to be counted. That’s why Joseph also  
went up from the town of Nazareth to the city of Bethlehem, a journey of four days  
riding on a donkey. He went to Bethlehem because it was the town where King David  
was from, and Joseph belonged to the same family. He brought Mary with him,  
because she would soon become his wife. She was already pregnant with Jesus.
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Phillips Brooks
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A Baby Is Born  Luke 2:6-7
While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for the baby to be born, and Mary gave 
birth to her fi rstborn child, a son.  She wrapped him in a blanket and placed him in the 
only bed she could fi nd, a wooden box called a manger, where the animal food was 
kept. Jesus slept there, because there was no bed at any of the hotels for him to sleep 
in.
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The Angelʼs Message  Luke 2:8-15
There were shepherds in the area, the people whose job it was to take care of sheep. 
The angel of God appeared to them, and the glory of God shone around them. They had 
never seen anything like it, and they were afraid. The angel said to them, “You have 
nothing to fear! I’m here to tell you really good news that will fi ll you with joy that you 
can share with everyone. Today in King David’s city, a savior – the Messiah – has been 
born for you. You’ll know it’s him when you fi nd a baby wrapped in a simple blanket, 
lying in a manger.”  And suddenly a lot more angels came, and they fi lled the sky 
praising God saying “Glory to God in the highest!  Peace to everyone God delights in!”  
Aft er the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go straight 
to Bethlehem and see all that God has just told us about!

Angels We Have Heard On High

Arrival Of Shepherds              Luke 2:16-20
So, the shepherds hurried off  and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying 
in the manger.  Once they saw this, they told Mary and Joseph all about the angels who 
came from heaven, and everyone who heard about it was amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. Mary treasured up all these things in her heart and refl ected on 
them and the shepherds returned to their fi elds, praising God for all the wonderful 
things they had heard and seen. Everything was just as God said it would be.
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Go Tell It On The Mountain 

Arrival Of The Magi Matthew 2:1-5, 7-11
Aft er Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod, some 
men, called Magi, came from the east to Jerusalem, They were wise men who studied 
the stars. They were looking for the child born to become the king of the Jews because 
they wanted to worship him. They followed the star from the east and went until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. On coming to the house, they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.  Then they opened 
their treasures and gave Jesus gift s of gold, and spices called frankincense and myrrh. 
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Fulfilling The Prophesy	 Isaiah 9 (greatly abridged)
What the prophet of Israel promised has now come true! “The people who walked in  
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them  
light has shined!” For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. And the government  
will be upon his shoulders. And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty  
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Homily                                                           �  The Very Rev. Bernard J. Owens
The congregation stands in body or spirit.

The Nicene Creed  � Enriching Our Worship
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
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Hark The Herald Angels Sing
Music by
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Words by
Charles Wesley
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© Words: Public Domain | Music: Public Domain
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For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 	
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Prayers of the People	
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Father, in this holy night your Son our Savior was born in human flesh. Renew your  
Church as the Body of Christ. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love  
those who have no home and all who live in poverty. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. Hold in your  
hand all who are in pain or distress. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to  
all who suffer in the sadness of our world. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ Strengthen those  
who work for peace and justice in all the world. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to  
preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the  
manger. Bless our homes and all whom we love. Holy God, hear our prayer.
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In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Hold  
in your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of your coming  
kingdom. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. Open our hearts  
that he may be born in us today. Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne.  
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints through  
him who is your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Celebrant	 God of Light and Hope, by the power of your Son’s incarnation reassure  
our hearts this Christmastide, reminding us that you are with us, that you hear our  
prayer, and that you will be with us always, even to the end of the age. We ask all this  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Leader	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

The congregation shares with one another a sign of peace and then sits.

The Holy Communion
The Christmas Offering is taken up during the hymn, and is designated for Trinity’s hunger 

and outreach ministries.

Anthem at the Offertory 
What Child Is This? � Text: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)
� Music: arr. Paul Halley (b. 1952)

What Child is this who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping,

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?

                           Refrain:              This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

(Refrain)
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So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king to own Him:
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

(Refrain)

Hymn at the Offertory
Away in a Manger
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Eucharistic Prayer� BCP, Prayer B (expansive language)
Celebrant	 God be with you.
People	 	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 	 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only  
Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect  
Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the  
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with  
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your  
Name:

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known  
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken  
through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ,  the Word made flesh. For in these  
last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  
Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy  
to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin  
into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had  
given thanks to you, he broke it; and gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat: This is  
my Body which is  given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to  
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant which is  
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it do this for  
the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore according to his command, O Father:

People		  We remember Christ’s death,
	 	 	 We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
	 	 	 We await Christ’s coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may  be  
the Sacrament of the body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us in the  
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by  
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,  
and bring us to that heavenly country where with all your saints, we may enter the  
everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of  
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and  
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever:  AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant     And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant     	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
	 that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
	 thanksgiving.

The Bread and the Cup are given with these words:
The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. Amen.
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen.

All are invited to come forward for Communion or a blessing. Bread and wine are both  
offered, though drinking from the common cup is not required. If you choose to receive  
wine, please refrain from intinction (dipping bread in the wine) at this time. Gluten-free  
bread is available for those who need it.

Anthem at Communion
O magnum mysterium� Text: responsory for Matins on Christmas Day
� Music: Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1511)

O magnum mysterium                                    	 O great mystery
et admirabile sacramentum, 	 and wonderful sacrament,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum 	 that animals should see the newborn Lord
jacentem in praesepio.	 lying in a manger.
O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt 	 O blessed Virgin, whose womb was worthy
portare Dominum Jesum Christum.	 to bear our Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia! 	 Alleluia!

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

The congregation stands in body or spirit.	
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 	
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 	
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 	
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 	
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 	
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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As the cathedral lights are dimmed, receive the candle light from the clergy,
 and pass the light along to your neighbor.

Hymn at the candle Lighting 
Silent Night

The Blessing
Bishop	 May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one all things earthly 
		 and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God 
		 Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
	 and remain with you always. Amen. 

Bishop	 Our help is in the Name of the Lord;
People	 The maker of heaven and earth.
Bishop 	 Blessed be the Name of the Lord;
People 	 From this time forth for evermore.
Bishop	 The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
		 and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.  
	 Amen.
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Closing Hymn 
Joy To The World (Children please ring bells!)�

The Dismissal
Celebrant	 Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People	 Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary 

The Clergy will greet the Congregation in the Promenade.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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