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Voluntary 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 660 �  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

The congregation stands in body or spirit.

Opening Hymn 54  
Savior Of The Nations, Come

Opening Acclamation                                                             
Celebrant	 Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People	 You come to your people and set them free.   

Collect for Purity
Celebrant    	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from  

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Trisagion

The Collect
Celebrant		  God be with you.
People 	    	 And also with you.
Celebrant	   	 Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus  
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and  
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The congregation sits. 

The First Lesson� Isaiah 7:10-16

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it  
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will  
not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David!  

Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord  
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,  
and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows  
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse  
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be  
deserted.”

Reader		  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   
People		  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 (sung by the choir) � Plainsong: Tone IV.4
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts, 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you; 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

The Second Lesson� Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 

flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake 
of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's 
beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.� 

Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   
People	 Thanks be to God. 
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The congregation stands in body or spirit.

Sequence Hymn 268 
Ye Who Claim The Faith Of Jesus
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The Gospel � Matthew 1:18-25 
Gospeler	 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother  
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was  
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a  

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her  
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him  
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to  
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill  
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall  
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is  
with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded  
him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a  
son; and he named him Jesus.

Gospeler	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children are invited to gather in the soft space and follow the Children’s cross for a lesson in the 
Conference Room C/D. They will return to their parents by the passing of the peace.

The congregation sits after the preacher’s opening words.

The Sermon � The Rev. Canon Adrienne Koch
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The congregation stands in body or spirit.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People  �   
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently 
or aloud.

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop,  
Sean, our own Bishop, Anne, and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all  
people. Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.  
Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek a deeper knowledge of the Divine. Pray that they  
may find and be found by God. 
Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially... Pray for those who have died.

Silence

I ask your prayers for...

The intercessions of the congregation are offered at this time. 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that  
we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence

Celebrant 	 Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:  
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins to God.

Celebrant and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the  
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

The congregation shares with one another a sign of peace and then sits.
Welcome and Announcements
Offertory Sentence
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Anthem at the Offertory
Adam Lay Ybounden� Text: Anon., 15th Cent.
� Music: Carson Cooman (b. 1982)

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond,
Four thousand winter thought he not too long;
And all was for an apple, and apple that he took,

As clerkes finden written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never Our Lady ybeen heavene Queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was:
Therefore we moun singen: Deo Gratias.

The congregation stands in body or spirit at the invitation of the celebrant.

The Great Thanksgiving� Prayer A (Expansive Language)

Celebrant 	      It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give  
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your  
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of  
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the  
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the  
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we  
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your  
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took  
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and  
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  
me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to  
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is  
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for  
the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise  
and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you  
these gifts.
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,  
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and  
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for  
ever.

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,                       �           
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction Anthem
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept
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Celebrant     	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
	 that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
	 thanksgiving.

The Bread and the Cup are given with these words:
The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. Amen.
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen.

All are invited to come forward for Communion or a blessing. Bread and wine are both  
offered, though drinking from the common cup is not required. If you choose to receive  
wine, please refrain from intinction (dipping bread in the wine) at this time. Gluten-free  
bread is available for those who need it. After communion the congregation sits.

Anthem at Communion 
Ecce virgo concipiet� Text: Isaiah 7:14b, Matthew 1:23
� Music: Cristóbal de Morales (1500-1553)

Ecce virgo concipiet    	 Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
et pariet filium	 and bear a son,
et vocabitur nomen ejus:  	 and his name shall be called: 
Admirabilis, Deus Fortis. 	 Wonderful, Mighty God.
Super solium David, 	 Over the throne of David,
et super regnum   	 and over his kingdom,
ejus sedebit in aeternum.  	 he will reign in eternity.
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The Sending of Eucharistic Visitors  (When needed)
Celebrant	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these Holy gifts 
	 to N., that those to whom you go may share with us in the body and blood 
	 of Christ.

People 	 We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one
	 cup. Amen.

The Postcommunion Prayer  
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

The congregation stands in body or spirit.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of  
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for  
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Christ,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, send us out to do the work you have  
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Savior. To  
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Closing Hymn 436 
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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The Dismissal 
Celebrant		  Let us bless the Lord.
People 	    	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 �               Johann Sebastian Bach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



PRAYER LIST –  December 21, 2025

For God’s healing grace upon all who ask for our prayers, especially:

	 Mickey Pressler		  May Targett			   George and Sandy Luther
	 Kent Cicerchi		  Catherine Wells		  Laura Blunk			 
	 Bruce Holloway		  Kevin Hengst			  Nancyanne Sinclair 
	 William Persell		  John Gordon			  The Abookire Family
	 Marty Burkett		  Evan Coaker			   Tanya Weiker Snowden
	 Ron Ross			   Larry Ross			 

Jerry B. and SD, friends of David and Gayle Cratty
Mary Hippler, sister of Mark Malloy
Mary, JP, Zack, and Lisa, friends of Karla Rivers
Joan Condon, sister of Ted Andrews and sister-in law of Bruce Holloway
Trey Winson, for prayers requested
Susan Dolan-Laughlin, sister of Neil Green and sister-in-law 
     of Joyce Green
Barbara Permelia Barbe, friend of Neil and Joyce Green
Greg Sonnhalter, friend of Cynthia Ries
Luisa, friend of Trinity
Charles Walker, son-in-law of Pat and Jeff Spiess
Steve and Holly Atkinson, friends of Debbie Likins-Fowler
Margrit Hopkins, godmother of Andrew McCollister
Judith Junda, friend of George and Sandy Luther
Monty Gray, friend of Michael and Catherine Wells
Julie Dimitrov, friend of Dolores Brown
Michael Graham, husband of Marian Graham
Len Morrell, stepfather of Julie Travis 
Danny and Kathy Nelson, parents of Kaneala Nelson
Friend of Karen, for prayers requested
Terrill Johnson, cousin of David Cratty
Jo Anne Fowler, mother of Bob Fowler
Dan MacDonald, friend of Darrell Lausche
Danajean Cicerchi, sister of Kent Cicerchi 
Kimberly Yakowec, daughter of Kathy Raymond
Carolyn Faiver, sister of Chris Faiver
Jenna Rehmer, friend of Tom and Brooke Feher
Joseph Morel, friend of Nancyanne Sinclair
Rich Vranich, friend of Bob Gref and Aloise Weiker Gref
Robert Obermann, nephew of Michael and Catherine Wells



We ask for God’s nearness to those who grieve for loved ones and those who have 
recently died, especially:

	 Kathy Chapman, mother of John Chapman and Trinity Member
	 Kenneth Ponzo, uncle of Toni Ponzo

May light perpetual shine upon him.

We ask for the safety of U.S. military personnel, especially:

	 James Piepsny		  Chris Munz			   Charles Lewis
	 Michael Bryant		  Caleb Glorioso-Mays 	 Aaron Spiess	
	 Tekai Georgianna		  Jerrod Peterson   		  Charles Sarano
	 Greyson Elliott		  Cameron Bowen	

We pray for the flourishing of our companions in the Diocese of Belize and the Diocese 
of Tanga, Tanzania; for churches in our own Diocese, especially: 

	 St. Mark’s Church, Sidney				    All Saints Church, Toledo
	 St. Andrew’s Church, Toledo			   St. Matthew’s Church, Toledo
	 St. Michael’s in the Hills Church, Toledo		 Trinity Church, Toledo

And for churches in the Anglican Communion, especially the churches in the Diocese 
of Sapele, Nigeria.

We lift up those affected by the Bondi beach shooting in Sydney, Australia and the 
Brown University shooting in Rhode Island. May God turn anger into passion for justice 
and sorrow into hope for the future.

We ask God to bless the work of the Vestry’s Executive Committee in their supervision 
of the resources of the cathedral’s operations and spiritual life.

We offer blessings upon those celebrating birthdays this week:

	 Bill DiTirro			   Dylan Funk			   Linda Lee
	 Dan Senger			   Cynthia Stilwell		  Brandon Thompson
	 George Zovko

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayers of petition & intercession for friends and family remain on our Prayer List for 6 
weeks. Long-term prayer requests (beyond 6 weeks) can be submitted for the Prayer 
Tree.  For prayer requests, thanksgivings & congregational birthday blessings: Doreen 
Hughes, 216.774.0415, dhughes@trinitycleveland.org. Please submit requests by noon 
on Thursday for inclusion in print on Sunday. 



Christmas at Trinity

DEC. 28 | Boar’s Head & Yule Log Festival | 2:00 & 4:30 PM
For more information, please visit: www.boarsheadcleveland.org

DEC. 24 | Christmas Eve 
Family Eucharist & Pageant | 5:00 PM
Choral Eucharist | 10:00 PM

DEC. 25 | Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist | 10:00 AM

DEC. 28 | Lessons & Carols | 10:00 AM
Gather to sing carols and share Communion together.

DEC. 26 | BUILDING CLOSED

JAN. 1 | BUILDING CLOSED

DEC. 17 | Messiah Sing | 12:00 PM
Trinity’s annual Christmas season sing along! Free of charge with free parking. Bring your
own score or borrow one from us.

For more information

or visit trinitycleveland.org



Trinity Cathedral
2230 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
Telephone 216-771-3630 
trinity@trinitycleveland.org
www.trinitycleveland.org
Facebook: facebook.com/trinitycleve
YouTube: youtube.com/trinitycleveland

Trinity Cathedral Welcomes Everyone: people of all faiths, races, nationalities and walks of life: urban and  
suburban, rich and poor, gay and straight, families and singles, young, old and in-between. We hope you will feel  
welcome here. Please complete a visitor card located on the Cathedral columns and give it to an usher, or leave it in 
the offering plate. Don’t leave without a Welcome Packet, and check us out on social media. 

Soft Space in the Transept of the Cathedral is available for parents, infants and young children on Sunday  
mornings. Soft Space has a large mat, toys and more for quiet play—allowing parents to remain in the worship  
service. 

The Flowers on the Altar are offered to the glory of God in loving memory of Canon Franklyn Cole Sherman, The 
Rev. Earl G. Gutherie, Sarah Keys Todd.

FYI: We encourage and remind you to secure and protect your personal valuables when visiting Trinity Commons. 

If you are visiting Trinity today and would like to help support our mission and ministry, donation envelopes are  
available at the Welcome Table. You may also donate to Trinity online at www.trinitycleveland.org/support.

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #719993-A.				  

Prayer Requests: Doreen Hughes 
216-774-0415, dhughes@trinitycleveland.org
Please note: Prayer requests submitted Thursday by 
noon will be included in Sunday’s Bulletin. Those  
submitted after will be included the following Sunday. 	
 
Space Use Requests: 
216.774.0414 
spaceuse@trinitycleveland.org

Clergy
The Rt. Rev. Anne B. Jolly, Bishop �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������annebjolly@dohio.org
The Very Rev. Bernard J. Owens, Dean.........................................................................bernard.owens@trinitycleveland.org
The Rev. Canon Adrienne Koch, Canon for Mission and Transformation..................akoch@trinitycleveland.org
The Rev. Megan Allen-Miller, Priest Associate for Community Outreach & Pastoral Care����������mallen-miller@
     trinitycleveland.org
Pastoral & Program Staff
Ginger Bitikofer, Associate for Congregational Life......................................................... gbitikofer@trinitycleveland.org
Lisa Galek, Communications Manager...............................................................................................lgalek@trinitycleveland.org
Craig Gahnz-Kuhar, Music Associate����������������������������������������������������������������������������������cgahnz-kuhar@trinitycleveland.org
Shiloh Roby, Director of Music������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� sroby@trinitycleveland.org   
Eric Travis, Associate for Congregational Ministry & Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry...................etravis@
     trinitycleveland.org
Cheryl Williams, Director of Development & Community Programming ....... cwilliams@trinitycleveland.org

Services At Trinity Cathedral 
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m. Early Eucharist (Chapel)
9:00 a.m. Abundant Table Service * *
11:15 a.m. Choral Eucharist *
4 p.m. Solemn Sung Eucharist *
	 (First Sunday Oct-May)

WEDNESDAYS (SEP-DEC)
12 p.m. Brownbag Concert 
(first and third Weds)
6 p.m. Evensong *  

visit trinitycleveland.org/music-
art-trinity for more details

THURSDAYS
12:10 p.m. Healing Service 
  

* Livestreamed Service 
* * Livestreamed the first 
     Sunday of the month.


